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A A note before you read
These chapter-by-chapter summaries of the Srimad Bhagwat Mahapuran are prepared with the Gita Press Bhagwat as the primary
reference. They are meant to support your study of the Bhagwat, not to replace the original scripture.

The primary and recommended way to study is to read directly from the physical Gita Press Bhagwat. When you are travelling,

away from home, or the book is not at hand, these summaries may be used as a companion for continued study, revision and

understanding.

Enthroned in humility and radiant with devotion, King Gaya offers his every sacrifice to Lord Vishnu — and the Lord

Himself, the Soul of all offerings, comes in person to accept the fruit of a heart made pure by love.
Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya.
Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya.

Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya.
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Welcome back to Srimad Bhagavatam Wisdom, a devotional journey through the sacred histories and teachings of the
Srimad Bhagavat Mahapurana. In the previous chapter, Sri Suka unfolded for us the meaning of Jada Bharata’s forest
allegory — the soul wandering the trackless woods of worldly life until it finds shelter in the company of saints. Now that
great river of narration flows onward into the royal line that sprang from Emperor Bharata’s own house. Here Sri Suka
names, one by one, the noble kings born in that lineage, and lingers with loving wonder upon one shining soul among
them — King Gaya, a very ray of Lord Vishnu, whose devotion was so pure that the Lord Himself came to accept his

offerings, and at whose gladness the whole of creation was gladdened.

Chapter Information

* Scripture: Stimad Bhagavata Mahapurina

® Canto: 5 (Book Five)

® Chapter: 15 (Discourse 15)

® Chapter title: Bharata’s Royal Line and the Glory of King Gaya

® Principal speaker: Sukadeva Gosvami (Sri Suka), narrating to King Parikshit

® Principal listener: King Parikshit — the discourse related in turn by Suta Gosvami to the sages gathered at

Naimisaranya

® Main setting: The royal succession of the house of Priyavrata, recounted in the assembly where Sri Suka instructs
King Parikshit
* Central subject: The unbroken royal line descending from Emperor Bharata — from his son Sumati down to Viraja

— and, at its devotional summit, the glorious King Gaya, a partial manifestation of Lord Vishnu, whose selfless rule

and pure worship delighted the Lord and all beings
® Principal verse range: Canto S, Chapter 15, verses 1-16

* Primary edition: Gita Press Srimad Bhagavata Mahapurana

From the Previous Chapter

In the fourteenth discourse, Sri Suka explained to King Parikshit the inner meaning of Jada Bharata’s forest allegory —
the soul likened to a merchant lost in the dense forest of worldly existence, harried by the robbers of the senses and the
many hardships of material life, and finding his only sure escape in the shelter of saintly company and loving devotion to
the Lord. That teaching closed with the glorification of the great devotee Bharata, whose very remembrance purifies the
heart. Now the narration returns to the royal house that sprang from Bharata himself, following it faithfully down

through the generations.
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Sri Suka Continues the Sacred Line

Taking up the thread once more, Sri Suka spoke of the eldest son of Emperor Bharata, a soul named Sumati, who walked
steadfastly in the footsteps of Lord Rsabha, living the life of a serene ascetic freed of all worldly craving. So luminous was
his renunciation that in the distant age of Kali certain misled men, having cast aside all reverence for the Vedas, would

seize upon his memory and, by their own corrupt imagining, set him up as a deity nowhere sanctioned in the sacred texts.
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Sri-Suka uvaca bharatasyatmajah sumatir namabhihito yam u ha vava kecit pakhandina rsabha-padavim anuvartamanam

canarya aveda-samamnatam devatim sva-manisaya papiyasya kalau kalpayisyanti

Meaning: Sri Suka said: The son of Emperor Bharata was named Sumati, who faithfully followed the path of Lord
Rsabha; and it is he whom certain heretics, having no regard for the Vedas, will in the age of Kali set up, by their own

corrupt imagining, as a deity not sanctioned by the sacred scriptures. (Canto 5, Chapter 15, verse 1)

Sri Suka relates to King Parikshit how Sumati, the son of Emperor Bharata, followed the ascetic path of Lord Rsabha, first among the noble kings of

this sacred line (verse 1).

From Sumati to the Birth of Gaya

From Sumati, through his wife Vrddhasena, was born a son named Devatajit. From Devatajit, through Asuri, came
Devadyumna; from Devadyumna, through Dhenumati, was born Paramesthi; and from Paramesthi, through Suvarcala,
was born Pratiha — a king who, having taught the science of the Self to many and grown wholly pure within, realized the

Supreme Person as his own very self.
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Sri Suka pauses over this name for a reason. Pratiha did not merely repeat what he had heard from others; he became a
teacher of the science of the Self only after his own heart had grown wholly pure and he had realized the Supreme Person
directly, as his very own self. This is the standard the Bhagavatam quietly sets for every guide of souls across the ages —
one who has not first seen the Truth has nothing true to give another. Set beside the fate of Sumati’s memory, twisted in a
later age into a worship no scripture ever sanctioned (verse 1), Pratiha’s example stands as its answer: not clever imagining

but genuine realization is the only ground on which a true teaching can stand.
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ya atma-vidyam akhyaya svayam samsuddho maha-purusam anusasmara

Meaning: Only once he himself had grown wholly pure and had directly realized the Supreme Person within his own

heart did Pratiha take up the role of guiding others in the science of the Self. (Canto 5, Chapter 15, verse 4)

From Pratiha, through his wife Suvarcala, sprang three sons well-versed in sacrifice — Pratiharta, Prastota and Udgata —
and from Pratiharta, through Stuti, were born Aja and Bhuma. From Bhuma onward, generation followed generation,
each a fresh link in a chain of righteous souls, until the line reached its most luminous soul of all — for from Nakta,
through his queen Druti, was born the illustrious Gaya, foremost among royal sages, of noble and far-reaching renown, a

direct ray of Lord Vishnu Himself, who takes on pure goodness to guard the worlds.
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bhamna rsikulyayam udgithas tatah prastivo devakulyiyam prastavan niyutsiyaim hrdayaja asid vibhur vibho ratyam ca
prthusenas tasman nakta akatyim jajie nakead druti-putro gayo rijarsi-pravara udira-srava ajiyata siksid bhagavato

visnor jagad-riraksisaya grhita-sattvasya kalitmavattvadi-laksanena maha-purusatam praptah

Meaning: From Bhuma, through Rsikulya, came Udgitha; from Udgitha, through Devakulya, Prastava; from Prastava,
through Niyutsa, Vibhu; from Vibhu, through Rati, Prthusena; and from Prthusena, through Akuti, Nakta. To Nakta
and his queen Druti was granted Gaya — foremost among royal sages, far-famed and glorious, a direct portion of Lord
Vishnu who assumes pure goodness to guard the universe, raised to the exalted rank of a great soul through his own self-

mastery and other noble qualities. (Canto 5, Chapter 15, verse 6)
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Born to King Nakta and Queen Druti, the child Gaya enters the world as a ray of Lord Vishnu, foremost among royal sages and destined to rank

among the great souls (verse 6).

Gaya, the Ray of Vishnu Who Ruled Without Pride

What made Gaya so dear was not his birth alone, but the way he lived. Through his own royal duty — protecting his
people, nourishing them, pleasing them, tending them with a father’s affection and gently guiding them, and through
sacrifices and pious works — he offered everything, with his whole being, to the Supreme Person, Lord Vishnu, who is
higher than the highest and one with the infinite Brahman. By constantly serving the feet of those who had realized
Brahman, he was granted the treasure of loving devotion; and his mind, thus purified again and again, became fit to yield
the highest fruit of all. In that mind, freed of every false claim upon the body, the presence of Brahman shone of its own
accord, and he knew his oneness with the Supreme Spirit. Yet — and here lies the wonder — he carried no trace of pride,

and in that spirit of perfect humility he ruled over the whole earth.

The Songs Sung in Praise ofKing Gaya

So great was this king that those learned in the ancient lore still sing his glories in sacred verse. What other king, they ask,
unless he were a very portion of the Lord, could rival Gaya by his deeds — a master of great sacrifices, a soul of vast
learning, a fearless defender of righteousness, wooed by the Goddess of Fortune, the honoured head of assemblies of holy

men, and the humble servant of the pious?

At his consecration, the chaste daughters of Daksa — whose blessings never fail — together with the sacred rivers, bathed
and anointed him in supreme joy. And though he himself desired nothing for himself, mother Earth, drawn by his virtues

as a cow’s udder flows at the sight of her calf, freely yielded to his subjects all that they could wish.
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yam abhyasifican paraya muda satih satyasiso daksa-kanyih saridbhih yasya prajinam duduhe dharisiso nirisiso guna-

vatsa-snutodhah

Meaning: In supreme joy the chaste daughters of Daksa, whose blessings never fail, together with the sacred rivers,
consecrated Gaya with holy water. And though he himself desired nothing, mother Earth — drawn by his virtues as a
cow whose udder flows at the sight of her calf — yielded to his subjects all that they desired. (Canto 5, Chapter 15, verse
10)

At Gaya's consecration the pure daughters of Daksa and the deities of the sacred rivers anoint him with holy water, while a gladdened Earth pours

forth abundance for his people (verse 10).

Even the Vedas and the sacred rites yielded him every enjoyment, though he craved none; kings once hostile brought him
tribute; and the Brahmanas, honoured by his righteousness, gave over to him a sixth of the merit earned by their

austerities.

The Lord Himself Accepts Gaya’s Offering

Here the praise rises to its highest note. At Gaya’s great sacrifice, where copious draughts of Soma were poured out, even
Indra, chief of the gods, grew exhilarated with the offering. Yet the Supreme Lord Himself, the very Soul of all sacrifice,
came in person and accepted the fruit of that worship — for Gaya had offered it with a faith made spotless by

unwavering, loving devotion.
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yasyadhvare bhagavan adhvaritma maghoni madyaty uru-soma-pithe sraddha-visuddhacala-bhakti-yoga- samarpitejya-
phalam djahara
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Meaning: At that sacrifice of Gaya’s, awash in Soma that left even Indra elated, it was the Lord Himself who came — He
who is the very Self of every offering — and took up the fruit of that worship, given as it was with a faith purified by

unshaken devotion. (Canto 5, Chapter 15, verse 12)

And why should the Lord not come? When He is pleased, all that lives is pleased at once — for He is the very life of the
universe. From Brahma the creator down to the gods, to human beings, to the beasts, to the plants and the smallest blade
of grass, the whole of creation is gratified when He is gratified. That Lord, ever satisfied within Himself and needing

nothing, felt a palpable delight at the sacrifice of Gaya.
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yat-prinanad barhisi deva-tiryan- manusya-virut-trnam aviriiicat priyeta sadyah sa ha visva-jivah pritah svayam pritim agaa
gayasya

Meaning: When the Lord is pleased, the whole of creation — from Brahma down to the gods, human beings, animals,
plants, and the smallest blade of grass — is at once gratified, for He is the very life of all. That Lord, ever satisfied within

Himself, felt a palpable delight at the sacrifice of Gaya. (Canto 5, Chapter 15, verse 13)

At Gaya's great sacrifice the Supreme Lord, Soul of all offerings, comes in person to receive the fruit of a heart made pure by devotion, and all

creation shares in His delight (verses 12-13).

The Line Continues to Viraja

From Gaya, through his wife Gayanti, were born three sons — Citraratha, Sugati and Avarodhana. From Citraratha,
through Urna, came Samrat; from Samrat, through Utkala, Marici; from Marici, through Bindumati, Binduman; from

Binduman, through Saragha, Madhu; from Madhu, through Sumana, Viravrata; from Viravrata, through Bhoja, Manthu
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and Pramanthu; from Manthu, through Satya, Bhauvana; from Bhauvana, through Dusana, Twasta; from Twasta,
through Virocana, Viraja; and from Viraja, through Visuci, were born a hundred sons — the eldest being Satajit — and a

daughter besides.

Of this Viraja, the last-born in the line, the sacred verse still sings: that he adorned the whole dynasty of Priyavrata with

his glory, even as Lord Vishnu once brought glory to the gods by appearing among them as Vamana, the divine dwarf.
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praiyavratam vamsam imam virajas caramodbhavah akarod aty-alam kirtya visnuh sura-ganam yatha

Meaning: As the last-born of this line, Viraja became its ornament, lending luster to the whole house of Priyavrata just as
Lord Vishnu, appearing among the demigods as Vamana, brought splendor to their assembly. (Canto 5, Chapter 15,

verse 16)

Viraja, the last-born of the line, adorns the whole dynasty of Priyavrata with his glory, as the sacred verse likens him to Lord Vishnu bringing glory to
the gods (verse 16).

Principal Teachings of This Chapter

A holy lineage is a chain of surrendered souls. From Sumati to Viraja, this royal house is remembered not for its
conquests or its wealth, but because generation after generation walked the path of dharma and devotion. Our truest

inheritance is not what we own, but the faith we receive and pass on.

Greatness is measured by surrender, not by power. Gaya ruled the whole earth, yet the Bhagavatam praises him above all
for offering his every act to Lord Vishnu and for carrying no pride at all. Real dignity is not in what we command, but in

Whom we serve.
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Devotion draws the Lord Himself near. Gaya’s faith was made spotless by unwavering love, and so the Lord came in

person to accept his offering. It is not the grandeur of the rite but the purity of the heart that the Lord answers.

When the Lord is pleased, all beings are blessed. Because Gaya pleased Him who is the life of all, the whole of creation —

gods, humans, animals, even the humblest blade of grass — shared in the joy. To love the Lord is to bless the entire world.

True devotion never seeks its own reward. Gaya desired nothing for himself, yet Earth, the Vedas and the sacred rites

poured their gifts upon his people. When the heart stops grasping, abundance flows through it to others.

A Devotional Reflection

It would be easy to pass quickly over a chapter of names, as though it were only a register of kings. But listen more closely,
and this lineage sings. Each name is a soul who once lived, who ruled and prayed and passed on the lamp of devotion to
the next — a long procession of hearts turned toward the Lord, stretching across ages we can scarcely imagine. And in
their midst stands Gaya, and something in him stops us. Here was a man who held the whole earth in his hand and
desired nothing from it; who performed the mightiest sacrifices and claimed no credit; who was worshipped by the sacred
rivers and the daughters of Daksa, and yet ruled without a shred of pride. What crowned his life was not his throne but
his surrender — and to that surrender the Lord Himself responded, coming in person to receive his love. This is the quiet
promise the Bhagavatam holds out to every one of us: that greatness in the eyes of Heaven is nothing more, and nothing
less, than a heart emptied of pride and full of love for God. We need not rule an empire. We need only offer what we have,

as Gaya did, and the same Lord will draw just as near.

A Daily Devotional Practice

Today, choose one duty that is yours to do — your work, your care for your family, some small service to another — and
offer it silently to Lord Vishnu before you begin, as King Gaya oftered his whole reign. Do it with care and without
seeking praise, and when it is finished, claim no credit for it; place the fruit at the Lord’s feet and say inwardly: “Om
Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya.” In this way even an ordinary act becomes a sacrifice, and even an ordinary day becomes
worship. Let Gaya’s example remind you that the Lord does not weigh the size of our oftering, but the love with which it

is given.

Conclusion

The fifteenth discourse of Book Five carries us along the sacred royal line that flowed from Emperor Bharata — from his
son Sumati, through many righteous kings, down to Viraja, the last-born who adorned the whole dynasty of Priyavrata
with his glory. At the devotional heart of this lineage shines King Gaya, a very ray of Lord Vishnu, who protected and
cherished his people, offered his every act in loving service, and ruled the entire earth without a trace of pride. His
devotion was so pure that the sacred rivers consecrated him, the Earth poured abundance upon his subjects though he
asked for nothing, and the Supreme Lord Himself came in person to accept the fruit of his sacrifice — and at the Lord’s
gladness, all creation was gladdened. It is a chapter that turns a mere genealogy into a hymn, teaching us that the truest

greatness is not conquest or crown, but a heart wholly surrendered to God.
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May the divine wisdom of Srimad Bhagavatam awaken pure devotion within our hearts.

Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya.

Jay Shree Madhav.
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