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A giant chameleon lies trapped at the bottom of a dry well; one touch of Krishna’s hand raises it as a radiant king, whose

tale of a cow given twice teaches all Dwaraka that what belongs to a brahmana must never be touched.
Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya.
Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya.
Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya.

Welcome back to Srimad Bhagavatam Wisdom, our devotional journey through the Srimad Bhagavat Mahapurana. In
this sixty-fourth chapter of the Tenth Canto, the Yadava princes find a strange creature in a well, and from its own mouth

we hear how a charitable king fell through one unknowing fault — and how Krishna lifts him up.

Chapter Information

® Scripture: Srimad Bhiagavata Mahapurina
® Canto: 10 (Book Ten, Latter Half)
® Chapter: 64 (Discourse 64)
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® Chapter title: The Deliverance of King Nriga

® Principal speaker: Sukadeva Gosvami; within the story, King Nriga and Lord Krishna
® Principal listener: King Parikshit; within the story, Lord Krishna and the Yadavas

® Main setting: A garden and dry well near Dvaraka; then the city itself

* Central subject: King Nriga, freed from a chameleon’s body by Krishna’s touch, tells how a cow given twice caused

his fall; Krishna’s instruction on the sanctity of a brahmana’s property
® Principal verse range: Canto 10, Chapter 64, verses 1-44

* Primary edition: Gita Press Stimad Bhagavata Mahapurina (English, Book Ten)

Context From the Previous Chapter

In Chapter 63, Krishna fought Banasura and Lord Shiva, cut away the demon’s many arms, and spared his life at Shiva’s
prayer, then brought Aniruddha and his bride Usha home to Dvaraka amid conchs and drums. Our chapter opens on a

quieter day in that city.

The Princes at the Dry Well

Sukadeva Gosvami continued his narration to King Parikshit. One day Samba, Pradyumna, Charu, Bhanu, Gada and
other young Yadu princes went to a garden to play. After long hours of sport they grew thirsty and came upon a well. It

was dry; but at its bottom lay a creature that stopped them in wonder — a chameleon as huge as a hill.

Moved with pity, they bound it with leather thongs and ropes of fibre and tried to haul it up, but could not. Full of

curiosity, they ran to Krishna and told Him what they had found.
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Thirsty after their play, the Yadava princes find a dry well — and at its bottom a chameleon as large as a hill, which all their ropes and effort cannot

lift.
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The Touch of the Lord’s Hand

The lotus-eyed Lord, the almighty sustainer of the universe, came to the well, looked at the creature, and lifted it out
playfully with His left hand. The moment He touched it, the chameleon’s body fell away, and a shining celestial being

stood in its place.
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Meaning: Touched by the hand of the Lord of excellent renown, he at once gave up the body of a chameleon and became
a heavenly being, his lovely complexion like molten gold, adorned with wonderful ornaments, garments and garlands.

(Canto 10, Chapter 64, verse 6)

Krishna, the giver of liberation, knew well why this soul had worn a chameleon’s form. Yet so that the people might learn,
He asked: ‘O greatly fortunate one, who are you? Surely you are one of the gods. By what deed were you brought to such

a state, which you hardly deserved? If you think it right, tell Us your history.”

King Nriga Reveals Himself

So questioned by the Lord of infinite forms, the king bowed before the husband of Lakshmi, his crown blazing like the

sun, and spoke.

T A TRISEHLATH AT T |
SATRATIHAY A T FUTHTg 1l 2o ||

nrgo nama narendro ‘ham iksviku-tanayah prabho danisv akhyayamanesu yadi te karnam asprsam

Meaning: Nriga said: O Lord, I am a king named Nriga, the son of Ikshvaku. If donors were ever recounted before You,

perhaps my name has touched Your ear. (Canto 10, Chapter 64, verse 10)

Nothing, he added, is hidden from the Witness of all minds, whose sight time cannot obstruct; still, at the Lord’s

command he would tell his story.
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A Lifetime of Giving

Nriga had given cows to brahmanas as countless as the grains of sand, the stars of the sky, the drops of a rainfall — young
milch cows, gentle and tawny, of fine breed, each with her calf, each bought with honest wealth, horns plated with gold

and hooves with silver, decked with silks, garlands and ornaments.

Nor did he give carelessly. He chose young brahmanas of noble character and even mind, from families in want —
truthful, austere, generous in teaching the Vedas — and honoured them with garments before giving the cows. He gave
also lands, gold, houses, horses, elephants, silver, sesame, beds, clothes, jewels, household goods and chariots; he

performed sacrifices and built works for the good of all.

One Cow Given Twice

Then came the fault. A cow belonging to a brahmana of austerity who never accepted gifts once strayed into the king’s
herd. Not knowing this, Nriga gave her to another brahmana. As the new owner led her oft, the first saw her and cried,

‘She is mine!” The second answered, ‘No, she is mine — King Nriga gave her to me.’

A cow that had strayed into the royal herd is gifted to a second brahmana; its true owner and the recipient each claim her before the bewildered king,

and neither will accept a hundred thousand cows in exchange.

Both brought the quarrel to the king. One said, ‘You gave her to me.” The other said, ‘If so, you are a thief of my cow.’
Bewildered, Nriga pleaded with both: ‘T will give a hundred thousand excellent cows in her place; only let me have this

one. I am your servant. Forgive a wrong done unknowingly, and save me from this plight, which will drag me down to a

foul hell.’

Neither would yield. The owner declared he would accept nothing in exchange, and left. The other said he would not

take even ten thousand cows in her place, and departed. The matter stood unresolved — and the king’s life ran out.
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Before the Court of Yama

Yama’s messengers carried the dead king to the lord of justice, who asked him: ‘O king, will you first undergo the result of
g g ) g y g
your sin, or first enjoy the fruit of your merit? I see no end to your charities, nor to the shining worlds that await you for

them.’

In the court of Yama, Nriga is asked whether he will first bear the fruit of his one sin or of his boundless merit; he chooses the sin, and Yama says,

"Fall.’

Nriga answered, ‘O lord, let me first suffer for my sin.” At once Yama said, ‘Fall.” And falling from that place, the king

found himself a chameleon, and so had lain in the dark well all this long while.

Memory Kept by Devotion

Yet one thing had not been taken from him: through all those years in a lowly form, his memory of who he had been

never left him.
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brahmanyasya vadanyasya tava dasasya kesava smrtir nadyapi vidhvasta bhavat-sandarsanarthinah

Meaning: O Keshava, because I was a servant of Yours devoted to the brahmanas and generous in gifts, and because I

longed for Your direct sight, my memory has not been destroyed even now. (Canto 10, Chapter 64, verse 25)
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And he marvelled. The Lord whom masters of yoga behold in purified hearts through the eye of the Upanishads, who is
beyond the senses — how had He come within the sight of one clouded by so many sufferings? Nriga knew the answer:

the Lord becomes visible only to the soul whose release from birth and death is near.

Nriga's Farewell Prayer

Then the king prayed, calling upon the Lord by His holy names.
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deva-deva jagan-natha govinda purusottama narayana hrsikesa punya-slokacyutavyaya anujanihi mam krsna yantam deva-

gatim prabho yatra kvapi satas ceto bhiyan me tvat-padaspadam

Meaning: O God of gods, Lord of the universe, Govinda, Supreme Person, Narayana, Hrishikesha, Lord of holy renown,
infallible and undecaying One — O Krishna, O Master, permit me as I depart to the destination of the gods; and

wherever I may dwell, may my mind ever rest at Your feet. (Canto 10, Chapter 64, verses 27-28)

He bowed to the Creator of all, the changeless One of infinite power, to Krishna, Vasudeva, shelter of all beings and Lord
of all yoga. Then Nriga circled the Lord in reverence, touched His feet with his head, and with His leave mounted a

splendid celestial chariot while all the people watched him rise.

His prayer offered and his head laid at the Lord's feet, Nriga mounts a celestial chariot with Krishna's leave and rises toward the realm of the gods

before the eyes of all.
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Krishna Instructs the Yadus

When the king had gone, Krishna, the son of Devaki — friend of the brahmanas and dharma itself in human form —

turned to His own people, and for the sake of all who bear a king’s duty He spoke of what they had seen.

When the king has gone, Krishna turns to His own people and teaches them that a brahmana's property is a poison with no remedy on earth, and

that the brahmana must be honoured even when he errs.

Even the smallest portion of a brahmana’s wealth, He said, if wrongly taken, cannot be digested by one as mighty as fire
— how much less by a king who in vanity imagines himself a lord. Then He spoke the words that give this chapter its

sting.
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naharm halihalam manye visam yasya pratikriya brahma-svam hi visam proktam nasya pratividhir bhuvi

Meaning: I do not regard the halahala poison as true poison, for it has a remedy; it is a brahmana’s property that is called

real poison, for in this world there is no cure for it. (Canto 10, Chapter 64, verse 33)

Poison, He went on, kills only the one who swallows it, and fire is put out with water; but the fire kindled from a
brahmana’s stolen property burns a whole family to its roots. Property used without the owner’s leave ruins three
generations; seized by force, it destroys ten before and ten after. Kings blinded by fortune covet brahmanas’ wealth and
do not see the hellish depth into which they fall. Those who rob generous brahmanas with large families of their
livelihood will boil with their descendants in the hell Kumbhipaka for as many years as there are grains of dust wetted by
the victims’ tears. One who takes away a brahmana’s means of living — whether he or another had given it — is born a

worm in filth for sixty thousand years.
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Krishna then made His own resolve plain: no brahmana’s wealth would ever enter His treasury. Those who so much as

covet it lose their span of life, are defeated by enemies, stripped of their kingdoms and reborn as terrible serpents.

Bow to the Brahmana

Then warning turned to a command of reverence.

fasi pamTEmiY A gerd A |
S §g AU a1 TGS (AL 11 2 1

vipram krtigasam api naiva druhyata mamakah ghnantam bahu Sapantam va namas-kuruta nityasah

Meaning: O My kinsmen, never do harm to a brahmana even when he has committed an offense; though he strike you or

curse you again and again, ofter him your obeisance always. (Canto 10, Chapter 64, verse 41)

‘Just as I bow to the brahmanas with care three times each day,” He said, ‘so must you. Whoever acts otherwise will be

punished by Me.” And He sealed the lesson with the example before their eyes.
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brahmanartho hy apahrto hartaram patayaty adhah ajanantam api hy enam nrgam brahmana-gaur iva

Meaning: A brahmana’s property, when taken away, drags its taker down — as the brahmana’s cow dragged down this

Nriga, even though he did not know. (Canto 10, Chapter 64, verse 43)

Having thus instructed the people of Dvaraka, Lord Mukunda, purifier of all the worlds, returned to His palace.

Principal Teachings of This Chaptcr

1. The Lord staged this deliverance as a lesson for kings. Krishna already knew why Nriga wore a chameleon’s body, yet
He asked so that the people might hear it from the king’s own lips, and afterwards addressed the Yadus expressly to
instruct those who rule. One devotee’s rescue became a teaching for every holder of power: wealth set apart for the Lord’s

servants is not ours to tOUCh.

2. A brahmana’s property is poison without remedy. Halahala has an antidote; misappropriated brahmana-wealth has

none.

3. Ignorance does not undo consequence. Nriga sinned unknowingly, yet Krishna points to him as proof that even an

unintended wrong against a brahmana bears fruit.
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4. Choose to suffer first. Offered the choice by Yama, Nriga asked to bear his sin before enjoying his merit; the soul that

accepts correction readily is purified quickly.

5. Devotion preserves memory. Through long ages as a chameleon, Nriga never forgot himself, because he had served the

brahmanas and longed to see the Lord.

6. Honour the brahmana even when he errs. The Lord Himself bows to the brahmanas thrice daily and commands His

kinsmen to do likewise, even toward one who strikes or abuses them.

A Devotional Reflection

What moves the heart here is not only the fall of a good king but the manner of his lifting. Nriga gave more cows than
there are stars, and one stray cow undid him. We might call that harsh; Nriga does not. He asks to suffer first, keeps his
memory through the long years in the well, and when the Lord’s hand touches him he speaks not of injustice but of
wonder — that the One whom yogis strain to see has come to the bottom of a dry well for him. His prayer asks one thing
only: that his mind may stay at Krishna’s feet. Perhaps we are meant to hold both lessons at once: handle the sacred with

trembling care, and when we fail, let devotion keep our memory alive until the Lord Himself reaches down for us.

A Daily Devotional Practice

Today, before you use or keep anything that may not be fully yours — money, time, credit, another’s trust — ask whose it
truly is, remembering the stray cow in Nriga’s herd. If something should be returned, return it today. Then offer a small
act of honour to a person devoted to the Lord. Close by praying, as Nriga did, that wherever you are your mind may rest

at the Lord’s feet, and chant softly: Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya.

Conclusion

This chapter sets a king’s immense generosity beside the single unknowing fault that pulled him down, and lets the Lord
Himself draw the lesson. Krishna’s hand restores Nriga, his devotion carries him to the heavens, and the Yadus — and all
who read — receive a command both severe and tender: never touch what belongs to a brahmana, and bow to the Lord’s
servants even when they wrong you. May this history keep us watchful and humble, and may our minds, like Nriga’s, rest

at the feet of Krishna.
May the divine wisdom of Srimad Bhagavatam awaken pure devotion within our hearts.

Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya.

Jay Shree Madhav.
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